
Smart Simple How-to 
Step 1: Register on the platform or sign in using your email. 

If you have previously applied or registered and do not remember your login details, please click on ‘Forgot Password’ 
to reset your credentials.

Step 2: Select the appropriate category. 

Step 3: Confirm your eligibility and fill out the contact information form



Step 4: An email will be sent to confirm your email and set your password. 

If you do not receive an email, you are already in our system. Please return to the main page and select Forgot 
Password’

Please take down this information, it will be required at each log in.

Step 5: After confirming your email and password, you will have access to your grant 
(application). Please ‘Save Draft’ at the bottom of the page. 

Step 6: Fill out all the necessary sections of the application.

Please note, Smart Simple DOES NOT automatically save the information added to your application. It is 
crucial that you SAVE AS YOU GO. 

History / Demographics - Basic information about the candidate

Essay Questions - Please read the questions attentively and respect the word limits. 

Doctoral Research - Share the specifics about your research (university / supervisors). Describe the link between 
your work and the Foundation’s Four Themes. 

Achievements / Experience - Include transcripts, scholarships, awards, publications, conferences, and other relevant 
experience.

References - See Step 7

Confirmation - Review the content of your application, go through the submission checklist and submit. 



Step 7: Reference section 

All the necessary instructions are presented at the top of the page. 

Please follow the required steps to invite your three (3) referees to communicate their observations. 

REFERENCES - IMPORTANT REMINDERS

You will NOT be able to see the content of the letters submitted. You will only see the status. 

You CANNOT submit your application without the three (3) letters. 

Status - 1) Invited (awaiting a response from the referee); 2) Draft (the referee is writing the letter); 3) 
Submitted (the letter has been submitted). 

Referees CANNOT submit their letter to the Foundation directly. They MUST proceed with the 
aforementioned steps.

** Should you have any further questions about the process, please consult the Scholarship FAQ. 

https://www.trudeaufoundation.ca/faq
https://www.trudeaufoundation.ca/faq

